Huon Valley
Ageing Index: 18/29 (With 13.3 per cent currently aged 65+ years, Huon Valley is Tasmania’s 18th oldest LGA. By 2021 it will be its 15th oldest)

Force of ageing: 0.50 (average percentage point increase in 65+ population per year) compared with 0.44 for Total Tasmania.
Figure 1 shows the current (2004) and projected (2021) age-sex structures for Huon Valley. In addition to conventional structural and numerical ageing, these structures provide a profound indication of ‘premature ageing’, which is typically caused by the migration-related loss of young working age people and/or gain at older ages. 
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FIG 1 (b): Huon Valley 2021
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Between 2004 and 2021 the population of Huon Valley is projected to increase in size, from its current 13,879 to around 14,579 (5.0 per cent). As Figure 2 indicates, both its youth and working age populations are projected to decline in size, while as elsewhere its elderly population will grow substantially.

[image: image2.emf]FIG 2: Huon Valley: Projected Change by Age (Number)
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Numerical Ageing: Huon Valley’s 65+ population is projected to grow from its current 1,846 to around 3,187 by 2021 (72.6 per cent). At 85+ years the increase will be from 155 to approximately 325 (109.7 per cent).
Structural Ageing: Approximately 13.3 per cent of the Huon Valley population is currently aged 65+ years, and this is projected to grow to 21.9 per cent by 2021 (see Table 1). At an average increase of 0.50 percentage points per year, this ‘force of ageing’ is somewhat faster than that projected for Total Tasmania (0.44). Huon Valley’s 85+ population is also projected to increase in proportion from 1.1 to 2.2 per cent.

Currently Huon Valley has an ‘elderly to child ratio’ of 0.6, meaning that it has around six elderly (65+ years) for every ten children (aged 0-14 years). This ratio will increase markedly over the projection period, to 1.2, or 12 elderly for every ten children by 2021. The crossover (to more elderly than children) will occur around 2014 (see Figure 3). This compares with 2012 for Total Tasmania.
Labour Market implications: Currently Huon Valley has a labour market ‘entry:exit ratio’ of 1.1, meaning that it has around 11 people at labour market entry age (15-24 years) to every ten approaching retirement age (55-64 years). This ratio will become negative (fewer entrants than exits) around 2008, and decline to around 0.7 (seven entrants per ten exits) by 2021. By comparison the entry/exit ratio for Tasmania is currently 1.2 and will decline to 0.8, the crossover to more exits than entrants coming around 2012. Figure 3 illustrates the trend for Huon Valley by plotting the underlying numbers of 15-24 and 55-64 year olds separately.
Huon Valley’s total working age population (15-64 years) is projected to decline from its current 64.7 per cent of the population, to around 60.6 per cent by 2021, but to remain approximately the same size (around 8,900)  (-1.6 per cent).

[image: image3.emf]FIG 3: Huon Valley     
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[image: image4.wmf]Table 1a: Huon Valley: Summary Statistics 2004-2022 (Raw data)

0-14

15-24

25-39

40-54

55-64

65-74

75-84

85+

TOTAL

15-64

65+

2004

3,054

1,756

2,525

3,055

1,643

1,114

577

155

13,879

8,979

1,846

2005

3,011

1,766

2,509

3,068

1,678

1,144

611

160

13,947

9,021

1,915

2006

2,979

1,749

2,519

3,072

1,710

1,172

645

166

14,012

9,050

1,983

2007

2,945

1,732

2,531

3,065

1,753

1,198

669

180

14,073

9,081
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2008

2,908

1,716

2,544

3,047

1,813

1,226

693

187
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9,120
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2009

2,873
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2,546

3,042
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1,256

708
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9,156

2,161
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2,549

3,048

1,906
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742
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1,943
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2,747

1,609

2,534
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824

224
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9,108
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2,711
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2,982

1,968
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2,663

1,557
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2,905

2,030
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269

14,486

9,040
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2017

2,639

1,535

2,552
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2,057

1,647

931

286

14,513

9,010
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2,621

1,508

2,554

2,835

2,070

1,703

951

295
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2,949

2019
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2,544

2,812

2,075

1,761

973

303
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8,919
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2020
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2,799
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14,571
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3,113

2021
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2,805

2,062
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1,045

325
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8,833

3,187
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0.1
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5.0
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63.0
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1.9
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61.7
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