Central Coast
Ageing Index: 9/29 (With 15.7 per cent currently aged 65+ years, Central Coast is Tasmania’s 9th oldest LGA. By 2021 it will be its 6th  oldest)

Force of ageing: 0.50 (average percentage point increase in 65+ population per year) compared with 0.44 for Total Tasmania.
Figure 1 shows the current (2004) and projected (2021) age-sex structures for Central Coast. In addition to conventional structural and numerical ageing, these structures provide a profound indication of ‘premature ageing’, which is typically caused by the migration-related loss of young working age people and/or gain at older ages. 
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FIG 1 (b): Central Coast 2021
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Between 2004 and 2021 the population of Central Coast is projected to decline in size, from its current 20,976 to around 20,366 (- 2.9 per cent). As Figure 2 indicates, both its youth and working age populations are projected to decline, while as elsewhere its elderly population will grow substantially.

[image: image2.emf]FIG 2: Central Coast: Projected Change by Age (Number)
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Numerical Ageing: Central Coast’s 65+ population is projected to grow from its current 3,299 to around 4,946 by 2021 (49.9 per cent). At 85+ years the increase will be from 406 to approximately 642 (58.1 per cent).
Structural Ageing: Approximately 15.7 per cent of the Central Coast population is currently aged 65+ years, and this is projected to grow to 24.3 per cent by 2021 (see Table 1). At an average increase of 0.50 percentage points per year, this ‘force of ageing’ is faster than that projected for Total Tasmania (0.44). Central Coast’s 85+ population is also projected to increase in proportion from 1.9 to 3.2 per cent.

Currently Central Coast has an ‘elderly to child ratio’ of 0.8, meaning that it has around eight elderly (65+ years) for every ten children (aged 0-14 years). This ratio will increase markedly over the projection period, to 1.7, or 17 elderly for every ten children by 2021. The crossover (to more elderly than children) will occur around 2008 (see Figure 3). This compares with 2012 for Total Tasmania.
Labour Market implications: Currently Central Coast has a labour market ‘entry:exit ratio’ of 1.0, meaning that it has around ten people at labour market entry age (15-24 years) to every ten approaching retirement age (55-64 years). This ratio will become negative (fewer entrants than exits) around 2006, and decline to around 0.6 (six entrants per ten exits) by 2021. By comparison the entry/exit ratio for Tasmania is currently 1.2 and will decline to 0.8, the crossover to more exits than entrants coming around 2012. Figure 3 illustrates the trend for Central Coast by plotting the underlying numbers of 15-24 and 55-64 year olds separately. 

Central Coast’s total working age population (15-64 years) is projected to decline from its current 64.9 per cent of the population, to around 61.3 per cent by 2021, and to decline in numbers by approximately 1,100 (-8.4 per cent).

[image: image3.emf]FIG 3: Central Coast     
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[image: image4.wmf]Table 1a: Central Coast: Summary Statistics 2004-2022 (Raw data)
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2004

4,059

2,560

3,866

4,687

2,505

1,683

1,210

406

20,976

13,618

3,299

2005

3,980

2,547

3,818

4,700

2,579

1,695

1,233

426

20,978

13,644

3,354

2006

3,888

2,529

3,805

4,667

2,675

1,721

1,247

442

20,974

13,676

3,410

2007

3,799

2,507

3,806

4,640

2,745

1,758

1,243

466

20,964

13,698

3,467

2008

3,712

2,483

3,787

4,593

2,833

1,795

1,263

480

20,946

13,696

3,538

2009

3,626

2,464

3,751

4,574

2,897

1,819

1,301

494

20,926

13,686

3,614

2010

3,535

2,440

3,724

4,534

2,949

1,916

1,295

509

20,902
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3,720

2011

3,464

2,408

3,675

4,541

2,996

1,962

1,294

533

20,873

13,620

3,789

2012

3,400

2,363

3,638

4,529

3,014

2,057

1,285

555

20,841

13,544

3,897

2013

3,354

2,300

3,614

4,486

3,013

2,181

1,287

571

20,806

13,413

4,039

2014

3,290

2,261

3,597

4,414

3,056

2,249

1,321

577

20,765

13,328

4,147

2015

3,237

2,214

3,579

4,355

3,085

2,316

1,345

590

20,721

13,233

4,251

2016

3,177

2,164

3,565

4,266

3,132

2,403

1,370

596

20,673

13,127

4,369

2017

3,128

2,116

3,545

4,188

3,163

2,470

1,408

603

20,621

13,012

4,481

2018

3,075

2,067

3,535

4,117

3,157

2,549

1,447

616

20,563

12,876

4,612

2019

3,028

2,018

3,508

4,062

3,152

2,613

1,480

641

20,502

12,740

4,734

2020

2,985

1,965

3,489

4,012

3,135

2,657

1,558

636

20,437

12,601

4,851

2021

2,941

1,922

3,449

3,990

3,118

2,702

1,602

642

20,366

12,479

4,946

Change (%)

-27.5

-24.9

-10.8

-14.9

24.5

60.5

32.4

58.1

-2.9

-8.4

49.9
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2004

19.4

64.9

15.7

1.9

0.8

1.0

18.4
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65.0

16.0

2.0

0.8

1.0
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16.3

2.1
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0.9
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2007

18.1
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2.2

0.9

0.9
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17.7
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16.9
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0.9
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2009

17.3
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17.3
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2010
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0.8
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2.6
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0.8
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18.7

2.7
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0.8
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64.5

19.4

2.7

1.2

0.8
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2014

15.8

64.2

20.0

2.8

1.3

0.7

17.3

2015

15.6

63.9

20.5

2.8

1.3

0.7

17.3

2016

15.4

63.5

21.1

2.9

1.4

0.7

17.2

2017

15.2

63.1

21.7

2.9

1.4

0.7

17.2

2018

15.0

62.6

22.4

3.0

1.5

0.7

17.2

2019

14.8
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23.1

3.1
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0.6

17.1

2020

14.6
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0.6
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